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PRACTICAL, 


{From the Wilmington Liberalist.} 
PRAYER. 

Prayer, as an act of spiritual devotion, being 
as it were, a personal communication between 
man and his Maker, it becomes highly neces- 
sary, that it be founded in correct principles, 
offered with pure motives, and accompanied 
with right views respecting ourselves, and that 
Exalted Being, to whom our aspirations are 
addressed. Prayer, to be acceptable to him, 
must be the language of the heart; language 
of honest sincerity, All other, however clab- 
orate, however zealous, however excellent, ex- 
alted and sublime, in manner, form, idea or 
style, is but a show of words, a mere mummery, 
a solemn mockery, a round of “lip service,” 
ia which the heart has no concern, and is at 
best, but an insult to the Divine Being. Pray- 
er may be offered ta God from honest inten- 
tions and good motives, and yet, having noth- 
ing else to recommend it, be justly considered 
as a mere visionary phantom, an idle dream, a 
combination of nonsense. It therefore becomes 
absolutely necessary that prayer be an exercise, 
not only of the heart, but of the understanding 
also. That a man should not only be honest 
and sincere in his devotions, but that he should 
iso mould his feclings and desires, into such 


L form, as to correspond with the attributes of 


§ Heavenly Parent. Thus, in praying, he 
ould hold up holy hands, without wrath and 
ubting. He should pray in faith ; for “ what- 
er is not of faith, is sin.” He should pray 
I give thanks to God, for all; for he will 
e all men to. be saved and come unto the 
bwledge of the truth.” And finally, to set 
ide all exclusively selfish feelings, and to ex- 
ess his confidence in God, to prevent being 
biased by notions repugnant to the character 
and disposition of Deity, or from manifesting 
hostility to his government, there should run 
through the whole exercise, not in word only, 
but in deed and truth, a spirit like that, which 
dictated the pious ejaculation of the soul, “ nev- 
ertheless, not my will, but thine be done.”— 
Thus expressing, and not only expressing, but 
celing that confidence in him, that will enable 
the soul to acquiesce heartily in his government 
and to rejoice in his goodness, under all the 
dispensations of his providence. 
This exercise flows from a sincere heart and 
4 rational understanding. It is regulated by 
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Love to God, as a being of Power, Wisdom, 
and Goodness; Benevolence and Love to all 
mankind, and a consistent desire for our own 
interest and happiness. Tho confidence and 
reliance, we thus place in God, the filial affee- 
tion we thus exercise towards him, we never 
could extend to an avowed enemy nor a tyrant, 
As far then, as it respects ourselves, we love 
him, wership him, and trust him, as our friend 
and benefactor; and as we are bound to love 
others as we do ourselves, as we are bound, 
and if benevolent, fee! inclined to render others 
as happy as ourselves, and as God is the com- 
mon parent of all others, as well as of our- 
selves, we have no right to entrust them in the 
hands of an enemy nor a tyrant; and when we 
mention them in our prayers and thanksgiving, 
should speak of them, as we do of ourselves ; 
as the subjects of his love and favor. This, 
and only this, can be the prayer of faith, as it 
respects others; for we are commanded to 
“pray and give thanks for ali;” we are com- 
manded to “ lift up holy hands,” which we can- 
not do without love to God and all mankind, 
for ail of them we should pray, and our pray- 
ers thus offered to God, must or should be 
“without wrath and doubting,” which cannot 
be dene, unless we possess, and believe that 
God possesses, love and friendship for all.—- 
For, we always doubt the favour and protec- 
tion of an enemy or tyrant. Prayer, different 
from this, is not of faith; and, “ whatsoever 
is not of faith is sin.” Hence the necessity 
of prayer being offered from the understanding 
as well as from sincerity, 


Prayer should ever correspond, in all cases, 


with the will of God, as a being of Infinite 
goodness; froma firm conviction that he is 
infinitely better qualified to regulate, rule and 
govern, in accordance with that immaculate 
and glorious standard, than we are to dictate 
tohim. The only right we have to pray for 
the salvation of ali men, is because he has de- 
clared such to be his will. And, as he “ ig 
not willing any should perish,” we- cannot, 
without an affront to the dignity of his throne 
and sceptre, suggest in our prayers, the tho’t 
that one will be damned. For, in so doing, we 
virtually declare, either, that he is an enemy 
or a tyrant, while his word and his works de- 
clare him good, merciful and friendly to all, or, 
secondly, that he has not the power to do all 
his pleasure, or, thirdly, that he will be so far 
overcome by the opposition of evil, as to per- 
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mit that to take place, which he is unwilling | 


should be. Eljither of these, is an indignity 
which no true worshipper should ever permit 
himself to offer. Yet, a vast proportion of the 


prayers, publicly, and vocally offered up, are | 


of this description. We undertake to tell him 
that, notwithstanding his will for the salvation 
of alt, his unwillingnoss‘ for the loss of any, his 
declaration that his counsel shall stand, and he 
will do all his pleasure; we are certain some, 
we are fearful most will be lost. We go into 
a leng narrative of circumstances; we inform 
him of the sinfulress and depravity of man ;— 
we express a thousand fears as to the future 
safety of our fellow mortals; lest he might be 


forgetful of his promises, we remind him of | 


them; and we inform him, that although many 
have been, and probably many more will be 


lost, notwithstanding ali the pains he has taken | 


to prevent it, in conformity with his avowed 
will, that aid shall be saved, yet we will under- 
take to prevent the Devil from having the 
whole, en masse, provided he will come into 
our system of arrangements, open the purse- 
strings of men, that we may have wherewithal 
to carry on the work, and their hearts to be- 
lieve our creeds, 
we undertake to indicate to him, the rules by 
which he should regulate the affairs of nature 





And, in addition to all this, | 


ing.” Without them we insult God with an 
empty and spurious form, and sink the dignity 
of the Christian Religion, to a level with gross 
and sordid idolatry. 
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DESIGN OF ATONEMENT. 

This great doctrine of grace ought to be fa- 
miliar to all persons, in order to a right under- 
standing of the sacred writings. ‘True it is, 
that the scriptures only, teach the doctrine of 
atonement, and hence it is, that we should nat- 
urally conclude, that it was understood by all, 
who were acquainted with them. But.the dif- 
ferent notions, which for ages, have been en- 
tertained of atonement, ought to convince us, 
that the scriptures are misunderstood in this 
instance ; because essentially different opinions 


, cannot all be right. As we have, in our hands, 
| many excellent works on this subject, I shall 


study brevity with perspicuity or plainness,— 
We have, ina former number, showed, that 
man is a transgressor of the law of God ; that 
his guilt and shame, and self-condemnation, to- 
gether with a train of natural evils attend him 
as the wages or consequence of sin; yet that 


and providence: when he had ought to give us | his sin is infinite in no sense, owing to the lim- 


rain, when sunshine, &c. &c. Thus, in all the 
concerns of Deity, Spiritual, Moral and Physi- 
eal, there is no one, that cscapes the interfer- 


ited knowledge, which man has of God and his 
law. We hence, argue, that sin, which is finite 
or limited, requires, not an infinite atonement ; 


ence of us, frail, mortal, impotent, though med- | that an infinite atonement could be performed 


diesome creatures. 
_ persuasion, entreaty, passion, zeal, rhetoric, 
and barter, to induce Him, whose will and 


We use all our powers of | by none but God himself; and that, as man’s 


sin is finite, such an atonement could not respect 
man but must respect God. This would be 
saying that God, by atonement,satisfied himself, 
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leasure, constitute the paramount law of the 
Sideaves,; whose eternal purpose is the grand | 
focus, to which all things tend, whose power, | 
imparts its eternal impetus to the vast machine, | 
whose wisdom regulates all its parts, whose 
goodness is the immovable and invariable cen- 
tre, around which the whole revolves with un- 
interrupted order and harmony, to change his 










This is the substance of the generally received 
idea of atonement, It is, on this plan, believed 
that Christ is God, and that as God and ma 
he purchased us of God ; that he merited of G 
eternal life for man ; that he bought us of G 
with a price ; that he pacified the divine ange 
procured the divine favor for us, and satisfi 



























principles of government, to renounce his own 
plan, to discard his own purposes, and to ren- 


though he may govern well enough there, we 
best understand that mode, by which he can, 
control the affair; of men. Preposterous ?...... 


blasphemy! All we have to do, is to rely on 
him with confidence, submit to him with pa- 


| atonement has not the stamp of reason ; for h 
der obedience to our prescriptions ; because, | 
forsooth, he being in heaven, and we, on earth, | 


divine justice in our behalf. This sche 


can any being merit, purchase, buy or procu 
any thing of himself? If Christ, then, be God; 
he has not merited any thing of God in relation 
to man, because this would be meriting of him- 


| self. If Christ was a mere creature there could 
With ignorance, it is folly; with knowledge, ' 


be no merit from God in his obedience or suffer- 
ings, because he could do no more than the law 
required of him; and there could be no work 


tience—ask of him what we believe he can and | of supererogation to be placed to our account : 
will do, consisfently with his attributes as God | besides, how could a creature, who is finite, 


—give him thanks for what he does—improve 
all events in.a proper and becoming manner, 


and labor to promote his glory, by loving him, | 


obeying his commands, and doing good to our- 
selves and others. An hgnest expression of 
such feelings is prayer. With them, we may 
“lift up holy hands, without wrath and doubt- 


| man, is absurd and inconsistent. 


merit any thing of God, who is infinite? I 
think, then, that the atonement, under the no- 
tion of meriting, buying, purchasing or procur- 
ing grace, or favors, or good-will from God to 
Many ex- 
pressions seem to prove the notion of merit, &c. 
and, if taken literally, would prove it ; but such 
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Se ful, ignorant and prejudiced man, to God his 





a literal explanation would contradict the whole | 


scriptures, It would, likewise, contradict the 
designof atonement, which was not to purchase 
or precure gny favors from God, which he had 
not before designed, or which he could not con- 
sistently bestow; for all the good that man 
ever can or will enjoy was designed for him 
before time began, and God had the right and 
could consistently pardon his sinful creatures. 
This makes it evident that to purchase or to 
merit those blessings, was unnecessary, Self- 
moving, never-beginning aad unchangeable love 
had determined the pardon and salvation of man, 
and that Christ should be the medium of its con- 
veyance toman, God purposed this in himself 
before the world began. ‘This was his will, de- 
cree or determination ; and such a decree or 
determination must be consistent with God to 
execute, or he never would have decreed it. 
Thus meriting, purchasing or procuring grace 
or favor from God to man is not only inconsistent 
but unnecessary, consequently no part of atone- 
ment was purchased by Jesus Christ, It has been 
supposed that the truth of God’s threatening 
would be impeached if he had pardoned sinners 


without an equivalent; but wehave proved ina | 
former no. that God neverthreatened any sin- | 


ner, in any age of the world with endless misery ; 
for had this been made, God has revealed to us 
no way how it could be avoided without the sa- 
crifice of truth. Besides, it is evident that all 


the punishment ever threatencd against sinners | 
is and will be executed ; also men will never be | 


rewarded according to their works. Hence; then, 
the design of atonement was not to deliver men 
from the punishment to which they were enti- 
tled from sins, which they had committed or 
should hereafler commit ; but its design was to 
free or deliver men from sin itse/f, and then they 
would be free from misery of course. If, then, 
we can find how sin can be destroyed in man, 
we shall find that in which atonement does con- 
sist. Atonement then, consists in, and is de- 
for the reconciliation of man ; of sin- 


pmaker ; but it never was any part of its design 
9 reconcile God to man or to procure, mcrit 
or purchase any favor froia God to man; be- 
_ cause all the good that man needs or possibly 


can enjoy, both in time and eternity, was de- 


Signed for him, and secured to him in the pur- 


* _ pose and will of God from all eternity; and the 


t great expression of this love of God to us, 
was the sending of his Son iato the world to 
convince us of the above truth, and to reclaim, 
reconcile or redeem us from all iniquity, that 
we might enjoy it. But how, or by what means 
Coes and will Christ reconcile men to God? 
Ans. The work of reconciliation or atonement 
has always been progressive. It depends up- 
on and is affected by the divine spirit calling 
men to consider and attend to the concerns of 
theirpeace. Light and knowledge are the most 
essential to this reconciliation. These Christ 
egatinues to give. He is the light of the world 
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and.he came to give light to men; to reveal 
more fully his father’s character, his love and 
good will to men; to reveal his intentions of 
mercy, and that he sent his annointed Son, not 
to condemn but to save the world, Ignorance 
and darkness of mind are the great sources of 
sin. Ignorance of God’s true character is the 
reason why nen hate him, Believing him an 
enemy men dread him as a tyrant; flee from 
him, are afraid of him ; but when men have 
just conceptions of God, they love him, obey 
him with pleasure and delight and rejoice with 
unspeakable joy, Thus Christ makes atone- 
ment by revealing truth to man, by which he 
reconciles him to God and to bis own will in 
all things. It is the knowledge of the truth, 
which makes men free indeed ; this knowledge 
is eternal life. God who commanded the light 
to shine out of darkness, shineth in our hearts 
to gave the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ. Man only 
being unreconciled by darkness and ignorance 
needs reconciliation ; hence the work of atone- 
ment respects man; by it he is brought to see 
that God is a friend to all his creatures, and 
that nothing prevents the happiness of man but 
his own unreconciled temper and disposition. 
| As to the universality of this reconciliation or 
| atonement we need only say, that Christ did un- 

dertake this work, and we are assured that he 
| will accomplish it. ‘ He will reconcile all things 
to himself mm heaven and earth.’ ‘ To him ey- 
ery knee shall bow and every tongue confess 
| that he is Lord to the glory of God the Father.’ 

Never will Christ’s work as mediator cease till 
this great object be completed ; then all men 
| will be in subjection to the Father and God, all 
| ix all, 
REMARKS. 
| We have here had a view of atonement, dif 
| fering greatly from the generally received o- 
pinion, but yet, as I conceive, the only ration- 
al and scriptural scheme, If God by atonement 
(as is generally taught) did satisfy himself or 
paid his own debt, although the thing be ab- 
surd, yet it argues that God, all things consid- 
ered, would be eventually a friend rather than 
anenemy. But the absurdity of such an idea 
is too great for men of sense to imbibe, or for 
men of candor and penetration to propogate.— 
There is infinitely more consistency in suppos- 
ing_that God always was the friend of man and 
could consistently save him on that foundation ; 
than to believe him to have been the enemy of 
man, and, in order to save him pleased himself, 
or was pleased by some otherbeing. The for- 
mer of these cases is worthy of a God of infi- 
nite perfection ; the latter is unworthy of the 
name and standing of an earthly parent. Ev- 
ery system which supposes that God receives 
the atonement; or in other words, supposes 
that God is influenced by it makes him a change- 
able being. 

The old systems of atonement have been ex- 

tolled by their advocates as comprehending and 
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manifesting to the view of men and angels the 
highest wisdom of the Deity, far surpassing 
that which is discovered in creation ; yet though 
the ecpnomy of grace displays the manifold 
wisdom of God, and is that which the angels 
desire to look into, yet its wisdom does not con- 
sist in God’s changeability in one case, nor of 
pleasing himself in the other. This is not the 
wisdom of Godin the Gespel. His wisdom, 
in the merciful plan of our redemption, is far 
superior to any idea to which the current sys- 
tem of atonement can pretend. Wisdom ap- 
pears in operating on the most suitable and im- 
portant particulars to effect its object. The 
particular object of wisdom respecting the a- 
tonement is-man’s salvation, consistently with 
the harmony of all the divine attributes, and we 
have seen that the reconciliation of man is that 
which wisdom has chosen to effect this salva- 
tion. Although this process may appear to be 
simple and to be destitute of those pretended 
mysteries of the current systems, yet it certain- 
ly is that without which man neyer could be 
happy; and with it he never can be miserable. 
If then, God can be just in saving his recon- 
ciled creatures ; and if creatures by reconcilia- 
tion must be happy, then wisdom must appear 
to be great, because God is glorified and sin- 
ners are saved ; and the more plain and easy 
this scheme is to be understood, the brighter 
does wisdom appear. 

This subject likewise, will lead us to a con- 
sideration and right understanding of the death 
of Jesus, and of the blood of Jesus by which 
we are said to be cleansed from sin. St. John 
says, that the blood of Jesus Christ his (God’s) 
son, cleanseth us from all sin. This does not 
mean the literal blood of Christ, but it means 
his work as a refiner, purifier and sanctificr of 
his people, by which they are cleansed and sav- 
ed from sin, of which work his literal blood 
seems to be a seal or assurance. The death of 
Jesus, likewise, in connection with his blood, 
was a like assurance of our cleansing, and the 
death of the legal dispensation, by or in conse- 
quence of which the gospel kingdom was to be 
introduced. Neither his death nor his blood 
are to be considcred asthe atonement ; but they 
are assurances to us of the greatness of his 
love, by which reconciliation or atonement -is 
effected. Thus we read, “he that spared not 
his own son, but delivered him up for us gll, 
how shall he not with him also freely give us 
all things.” His death was an expression of 
that love which would give. us all things. 

This subject, likewise will help us to investi- 
gate, whether fhe current notion of an infinite 
atonement be correct, We readily grant, that 
the grace, by which reconciliation or atone- 
ment is effected, passes all understanding ; it?s 
the love of God through Christ, which passeth 
knowledge. 1 think that love has neither bound 
nor limit ; consequently may be considered as 
infinite. But neither the love of Cod nor of 


Christ is the atonement ; but the atonement és | 





the effect of this love. ‘This effects reconcilia- 
tion in finite man, and this reconciliation is a- 
tonement. Now shall we say that this reconcil- 
iation is infinite ? If it be affirmed:the affirma- 
tion must be explained. If it be said that the 
happy consequences of reconciliation will con- 
tinue to an endless duration, and will therefore 
be infinite in that sense we have no objection ; 
but then we must remember that this is fixed on 
the consequences of reconciliation, viz. joy and 
complete felicity. But, moreover, we will grant 
that reconciliation itself must be endless, in or- 
der that its consequences should be so; con- 
sequently, reconciliation or atonement is infi- 
nite as to duration. 

But that sin is infinite in magnitude and re- 
quires an atonement infinite in the same sense, 
(by which we mean that God is pacified, ) we 
reject as utterly unreasonable and inconsistent. 

T. G. 
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‘EARNESTLY CONTEND FUR THE FAtre.”’ 


REVIVALS. 

The season for the rage of these annual epidemicks is 
now fairly passed for this winter, and our village has escap- 
ed the contagion. The “ orthodox’’ pretence that they are 
*‘ especial visitations of the spirit,’’ was never more fully 
Every ex- 
ertion has been made that priestcraft could invent, to bring 
about one, but allto no possible end:—the sleighing has 
been good, through the winter, and people could therefore 
better employ their time in business and pleasure, than in 
listening to the ranting jargon of night meetings! Such is 
the simple fact, whatever may be said to the contrary, that 
revivals cannot reign when people can find other employ- 
ment for the mind. Yet they are tlre work of God—so is 
any other animal excitement, for these are no more. The 
Calvinists of Buffalo have not been wanting in their en- 
deavours after a revival, and their priest very recently, at 
a night meeting, stated to his hearers that ‘‘ the work had 





proven false than in this place the last season. 


begun, and it was their duty to go from house to house and 
aid it.”’ It has, however, left off again—or rather there has 
are yet uncursed by the ravages 





been no such thing, andw 


of such a public disturbance. The gentleman who recom- 





mended, ‘‘as a duty,” this same going from house to house, 
has had so much of it himself that it no longer appears “a 
duty,”’ for himself, though 'e still urges it upon others. This 
song of “ duty” has been so ofien sung for the vilest of pur- 
»oses, by man, in his various stations, that it has lost its 
charms; and I can now.lay the same claim to it in penning 
this, that would once have been awarded only to those who 
should oppose my sentiments. 

Yet the fact is not to be disguised that a revival would 
present many pleasing features to the Calvinists here at 
the present moment. They have borrowed money toa ve- 
ry large amount, to build a “‘ meeting house,” and the debt 
must be paid. The house is nearly completed—the sum 
due is large,—and certain indiyiduals are holden for the a- 
mount. Now the sale of the “‘ slips’ in this same ‘ meet- 
ing house”’ must soon take place, and on the amount thus 
realized dependance is placed for the liquidation of the 
debt. These “slips” would, under the influence of a high- 
ly excited state of feeling, produce, probably, some three 
or four thousand dollars more, than when the people are 
fairly possessed of the reason their Maker has bestowed on 
them. A revival therefore at this time would be, I sap” 
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pose, worth about four thousand dollars to the Calvinists 
of Buffalo ; nor can I see that it would be a matter of much 
consequence as touching the subject of this same moncy, 
whether it should be the work of God or of man. Esther 
would produce the four thousand dollars worth of the most 
acceptable piety. 
PD: 
~ o> 
AN ORTHOPOX PICTURE. 

Amongst the thousand expedients to which the advocates 
of endless misery have resorted to sustain their sinking 
cause, there is one, which from its novelty, is entitled to 
attention. We have now before us an ORTHODOX PICTURE, 
which seems to be the Jast shift of limitarianism. It is en- 
titled “‘ A Miniature of the world iwthe 19th Century,”’ and 
was drawn, engraved and published in Hartford, Con. by 
J. W. Barker. 

Although there is something like originality about it, yet it 
is altogether the most palpable plagiarism that has ever 
come to our knowledge. It purports to have been “ ty- 
VENTED, drawn and engraved,” by the above mentioned 
Mr. J. W. Barker; but the fact is, it was unquestionably 
invented by popish priests, some hundred years before the 
said J. W. Barker came into this “ breathing world.” 

Oar limits do not admit of entering into all the particu- 
lars of the picture, but we shall notice some of its excellen- 
cies, and point out a few of its defects. So far as respects 
its execution, we bestow unqual:fied praise. The artist 
seems to have followed the copy to a hair. The picture is 
truly a masterly imitation of an orthodox sermon, and no 
doubt will meet with a ready sale among those of a certain 
class, who hold to the inspiration of the New England 
Primer, and Assembly’s Catechism, This said, we shail 
now enter into some of the particulars. 

The most prominent personage presented to the eye is a 
PRIEST, apparently about six feet high, standing within a- 
bout two inches of the brink of hell, and like a guide board 
pointing the way to a New Jerusalem, but showing no in- 
clination to go himself. Although he is represented in the 
attitade of speaking, and as having just uttered the words, 
‘* seek your treasures above,’ 
lyupon a little “shining dust” after which others are 
scrambling a little to his left. The representation is ad- 
mirable, and but one improvement can be suggested; which 
is toadd tothe words which are represented as issuing 
from his mouth, the following, “ A CALL! ! with 
$3,500 a year !”’ 

Some twenty men and women, and one little child, are 
represented as travelling in the straight and narrow way ; 
out of which five or six are turning back, which number, 
when compared with the multiade be'ow, is a very fair 
exhibition of orthodoxy. We should judge that about one 
out of twenty, are travelling the road to heaven, which 
leaves nineteen twentietlis for the devil! In this the artist 
has immortalized himself! and what strikes us as peculiar- 
ly appropriate, there is not a.single preacher of damnation 
to be found in the way to heaven ! 

The eye is next atiracted by a group in front, on the brink 
of the precipice, who are busily employed in scraping to- 
gether “riches of the world,” Ulerc is evidently a defect 
in the execution, and there are some reasons for believing 
that the artist designed to have the matter somewhat ob- 
seure. The costume of those who are picking up the dol- 
fars, is by no means appropriate. They should have been 
distinguished by clerical robes; and “salvation inscribed 
on every dollar.’’* But as it is, there is no difficulty in com- 


* yet he seems to gaze intent- 


acali! 





See Dr. Griffin’s famous charity sermon ; in which he states that 
salvation would be inscribed on every dollar given for missionary 
purposes. 





ing at a correct understanding of the design. Any one 
who has ever scen the picture, will at once discover, that 
the chest and bags guarded by a miserly Jooking old fellow 
at the right hand of the group, represent what is blasphem- 
ously termed, the ‘ Lord’s Treasnry,’’ under the protection 
of the genius of Tract and Rag-bag societies! The young 
man standing the fourth from the right hand of the group, 
a little to the left of the Treasury, who is represented lean- 
ing over a spade, we conclude is the representation of some 
one who has been persuaded to work in a ‘“ Missionary 
Field” to obtain cash to educate “ poor and pious” young 
men for the ministry of unreconciliation. The man on the 
left band, and immediately on the verge of hell, who is a- 
boutto commit suicide, represents some poor wretch who 
is led to despair by the preaching of eternal wrath. 

On the right hand in one corner, we notice a group of 
persons, one trusting in “human merit,” another saying 
“‘ punishment ineons'stert with mercy,” and a third pro- 
claiming “‘ liberality of sentiment.” The first we conclude, 
represents our over righicous brethren of the limitarian 
faith ; ‘‘ who trust in themselves that they are righteous and 
despise others ;’"—the second is evidently one of those con- 
summate deceivers who are known to slander universalista 
by saying that we hold to no punishment for sin; and the 
third, is unquestionably designed to represent one of those 
who preach to please the people, regardless of any princth 
ples whatever. 
lhe inattention of mankind to the thunders of eternal 
wrath, isseen in the peculiar indifference of the main group, 
which argues the impropriety of preaching a mass of ab- 
surdities repugnant to reason and common sensc. The 
picture exlubits ina very forcible manner, the inefficacy of 





| orthodoxy ; and is calculated to excite an abhorrence of 


those abom nable errers which has been so long propagated 
in our world. 

We doxbt not that the picture meets with approbation 
from many of those whose interest it is to keep the minds 
of mankind in bondage. But to the intelligent mind it is 
disgusting. It may be said that we ridicule the subject; 
and if there be any truth in the charge, we have an excuse 
in the folly of the thing itself, and the blasphemous impiety 
It would be a 


of those who sent itforth into the world. 


lard matter indeed to refute a picture with argument! Re- 


| ligion and honesty we venerate ; but craft and deception 
' we despise: And a picture of hell and destruction, asit has 
| existed in the imag:uations of mankind, is as ridiculous as 
| the attempt to sell horn gun flints, basswood cucumber seeds 


; and wooden nutmegs! It is not religion, therefore, that we 


| expose to contempt and ridicule, but hypecrisy and decep- 


| tion, 





Ifthen, any are disposed to censure us for laying 
violent hands on an orthodox preTure, let them remember 
that we are not the aggressors. We conclude, by advising 
our limitarian brethren not to imitate the Catholics too 
much, but to appeal to the reason, rather than the fancy of 
mankind to sustain their darling theories. E. 


MISCELLANY. 


‘* Prompt to improve and to invite, 
** We blend instruction with delight.” 











{From the Philadelphia Casket.] 
THE HCLY BIBLE. 
Ifright we read, nor prejudice the mind, 
The Bible is the text-book of mankind. 

I look upon the Bible as the oldest and best 
of books, The history of creation is said by 
Strabo, to have been handed. down to the E- 
gyptians by a Chaldean shepherd ; and its su- 
periority to afl other books is proven by the one 
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important circumstance, of its influence in civ- 
ilizing mankind. Its doctrines are superior to 
those of the Mahometan Koran, and of the Tal- 
mud of the Rabbis. The Bible inculcates uni- 
versal charity, which word signifies in the o- 
riginal, love. To say nothing of the glorious 
principle of love, the laws which it inculcates 
ure at the same time the most lenient and pow- 
erful. Human laws are founded upon them, 
but they are like the rays of light compared 
with the sources from whence they spring.... 
On the sacred page of the Bible we find wo- 
man elevated to her proper dignity, but among 
those nations where it is not read, woman is 
the drudge of the Sultan and the Caliph. The 
light of learning and wisdom flourishes where 
the Biblje is found but at its boundary commen- 
ces the night of darkness and superstition. It 
has illuminated the world of literature and sci- 
ence, and cast a halo of glory around the atmos- | 
phere of intellect. It smiles on the calm and 
sunny scenes of life, and gilds the evening 
skies of the faithful in the dark hour of death. 
W hat the compass is to the mariner, the Bible 
is to the world. It teaches the peasant in the 
tilling of the field. It proposes reward to vir- 
tue, and punishment to vice, It. interests e- 
qually the brilliant intellect and the humble ca- 
pacity, All that is good, grand and sublime is 
contained within it. Many cannot relish it, 
because their taste is perverted ; and many re- 
ject it from prejudice. To understand the Bi- 
ble is at once to be introduced into a high 
source of enjoyment—the highest source on | 
earth, When I heara man exclaim against 
the Bible, I cannot refrain from taxing his 
mind with ignorance. 


If you are a literary character and wish to 
behold elegance, perspicuity and taste, turn o- 
ver the leaves of the sacred book. Are you 
pleased with poetry? you have at once an in- 
exhaustible fountain. You have beautiful sce- 
nery, sparkling imagery, and ideas clothed in 
sublimity of language. It contains numerous 
specimens of angelic lyre, and I doubt whether 
there is such a field for the peet inthe world, 
The poet who draws his scenes from the Bible 
never can fail to please—his writings are al- 
waysnew. Are you pleased with the thun- 
ders of eloquence ? Here is another inexhaust- 
ible source, Some passages of scripture are 
irresistible. What can be more grand and 
sublime than David’s description of the ap- 
pearance of the Most High. “ He bowed the 
heavens also, and came down, and darkness 
was under hisfeet ; he rode upon a cherubim, 
and did fly, and was seen upon the wings of 
the wind.” Do you ask for more such passa- 
ges? I could quote a volume, but let the des- 
eription which the prophet Habakkuk gives of 
the grandeur of God, suffice. “ Before him 
went the pestilence, and burning coals went 
forth at his feet: he stood, and measured the 





earth : 


he beheld, and drove asynder the aa- 





tions: the everlasting mountains were scatter- 
ed: the perpetual hills did bow; His ways are 
everlasting.” It was such eloquence that made 
Felix tremble on his throne, But poetry and 
eloquence are not the only beauties of the Bible. 
We there find sound science and_ philosophy, 
We there read of chemistry, and of an experi- 
ment which dissolved gold and rendered it por- 
table. Aqua Regia will dissolve gold ; but to 
drink it is fatal. History is complete. There 
we have the biography of many great and 
learned men. But it is a vain endeavor to at- 
tempt scanning the whole. 

The history is, in the Bible, of him who 
groaned on Calvary. From that sacred sum- 
mit a flood of light broke forth upon the world. 
It was the dawn of redemption! Superstition 
fled affrighted before the glorious appearance 
of Christianity, and the church of the living 
God arose on the ruins of the Heathen altar. 
the automatons of Pagan idolatry tumbled to 
the dust, and the false deities perished on O- 
lympus. That glorious gospel which effected 
this great work is contained within the Bible, 
Like the rainbow which is hung out in the 
heavens, it was sent as a token that God would 
be mindful of us. Glorious token! [I rejoice 
when I read it, and I would recommeed it to 
ali my fellow travellers to the grave. The 
waves of time are rolling on to sweep us away 
and as we pass through the dark vale of death 
the light of Calvary will illaminate our. path to 
the superb palaces of God. Darkness and 
death are horrific to the lonely mind, but the 
Bible will overcome these terrors, and infuse 
a calm serenity in the darkest hour of exist- 


ence. MILFORD BARD. 


ORIGINAL LETTER OF DR.FRANELIN. 
The following is an extract of an original Jetterfrom Dr 
Franklin, to a minister ofa church in the south part of New 
Jersey, which has recently been discovered among some 
old family papers. It is a composition perfectly “in the 
manner and spirit of that great and worthy man. 
Philadelphia, June 6, 1753. 

Dear Sin: I received your letter of the 3d 
inst. and am glad to hear that you. increase in 
strength. I hope you will continue mending, 
until you recover your former strength and 
firmness. Let me know whether you still use 
the cold bath, and what effect it has, 

As to the kindness you mention, I wish it 
could have beén of more serious service to 
you; but if it had, the only thanks I should 
desire, are, that you would always be ready to 
serve any other person who may need your as- 
sistance, and so let good offices go round; for 
mankind are all of a family, For my own 
part when I am employed in serving others, I 
do not look upon myself as conferring favors, 
but as paying debts. In my travels, and since 
my settlement, I have received much kindness 
from men, to whom I shall never have an op- 
portunity of making the least direct return ;— 
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and numberless mercies from God, who is in- 
finitely above being benefited by our services. 
These kindnesses from men I can, therefore, 
only return to their fellow.men; and I can on- 


ly shew my gratitude to God by a readiness to | 


help his other children, and my brethren; for 
I do not think that thanks and compliments, 
though repeated weekly, can discharge our real 
obligations to each other, and much less to our 
Creator. 

You will see, in this, my notion of good 
works, that I am far from expecting to merit 
heaven by them. By heaven we understand a 
state of happiness, infinite in degree, and eter- 
nal in duration. I can do nothing to deserve 
such a reward, He that, for giving a draught 
of water to a thirsty person, should expect to be 
paid with a good plantation, would be modest 
in his demands, compared with those who think 
they deserve heaven for the little good they do 
on earth. Even the mixed imperfect pleasures 
we enjoy in this world, are rather from God’s 
goodness than our merit; how much more so 
the happiness of heaven? For my part, I have 
not the vanity to think I deserve it, the folly to 
expect it, or the ambition to desire it ; but con- 
tent myself in submitting to the disposal of that 
God who made me, who has hitherto preserved 
and blessed me,’ and in whose fatherly good- 
ness I may weil confide, that he never will 
make me miserable, and that the afflictions I 
may at any time sufler, may tend to my benefit. 

‘The faith you mention has doubtless its use 
in the world; but I wish it were more produc- 
tive of good works than I have generally seen 
it. I mean real good works; works of kind- 
ness, charity, mercy, and public spirit; not 
holy-day keeping, sermon hearing or reading, 
performing church ceremonies, or making long 
prayers, filled with flatteries and compliments, 
despised even by wise men, and much less ca- 
pable of pleasing the Deity. 

The worship of God is a duty; the hearing 
and reading may be useful ; but if men rest in 
hearing and praying, as too many do, it is as if 
the tree should value itself on being watered, 
and putting forth leaves, though it never pro- 
duced any fruit. 

Your good master thought much less of these 
outward appearances than many of his modern 
disciples. He preferred the doers of the word 
to the hearers : the son that seemingly reiused 
to obey his father, and yet performed his com- 
mands, to him that professed his readiness, but 
neglected the work, the heretical but charita- 
ble samaritan to the uncharitable but orthodox 
priest and sanctified Levite. And those who 
gave food to the hungry, drink to the thirsty, 
and raiment to the naked, entertainment to the 
stranger, and relief to the sick, and although 
they never heard of his name, he declares shall 
in the last day be accepted; when those who 
cry Lord! Lord! who value themselves on 
their faith, though great enough to perform 
Miracles, but have neglected good works, shall 








be rejected, He professed that he came not 
to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance, 
which implied his modest opinion, that there 
were some in his time so good that they need 
not hear even him for improvement. But now- 
a-days we have scarcely a little parson, that 
does not think it the duty of every man within 
his reach to sit under his petty ‘ministration, 
and whoever omits this offends God, I wish 
to such more humility, and to you health and 
firmness, 
Being your friend 
and servant, 
B. FRANKLIN. 
— 
From the Universalist Magazine 
NICODEMUS, 
OR, DEVOTEDNESS TO POPULARITY. 

We have not much account of Nicodemus 
in the Scriptures ; but from the few incidental 
notices there given of him, we learn that he 
was one of the great men of his day, a ruler of 
the Jews, a regular professor of the popular re- 
ligion, and had the honor of sitting in the Coun- 
cil with other Pharisees of note and the chief 
priests. Of course, this great and honorable 
man enjoyed the support and superstitious ven- 
eration of the whole body of professors of reg- 
ular religious standing throughout the nation, 
a gratification the exquisiteness of which can 
be realized only by those who have enjoyed the 
like. And his professions and honorable sta- 
tion gave him also the enviable right of wear- 
ing publicly the holy phylacteries of the Phari- 
sees, written all over with passages of the law ; 
and of being addressed by the graciously elat- 
ing title of “* Rabbi, Rabbi,” wherever he 
went. 

— 3 Ben 
SIR ISAAC NEWTON. 

Sir Isaac Newton lost the use of his intellects 
before his animal frame was arrested by the 
hand of death. So it is said of a Mr. Swisset, 
that he often wept because he was not able to 
understand the book which he had written in 
his younger days. Cornivus, an excellent or- 
ator in the Augustan age, became so forgetful 
as not even to know his own name. Simon 
Tournay in 1201, after he had outdone all at 
Oxford for learning, at last grew such an idiot 
as not to know one letter from another, or one 
thing that he had ever done. 

POPERY AMONG COLORED PEOPLE. 

A colored Preacher in New Jersey, while 
giving directions to his congregation how to 
behave in meeting, expressed himself as fol- 
lows : “ He that ministereth unto you from this 
place (the pulpit) is the angel of God, sent from 
heaven to you, to administer the word of God 
or of life.” He also charged them never to go 
out of church before they received the benedic- 
tion, for said he, “that is God’s blessing, and 
if you go before it is pronounced, you go with 
out the blessing of God,” 
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NEWS OF THE WEEK. 


Insolvent Laws.—A decision has been made in the 
supreme court of the United States, 4 judges to 3, that 
betwecn citizens of the same state, a regular discharge 
under an insolvent law of that state is valid and good 
on all contracts made subsequent to the passage of such 
Jaw: but a doubt existed, in regard to such discharge 





affecting a contract made between citizens of difierent 
states, or in cases where creditors can sue in the U.S. 
courts, 

=e 

Major Vandeventer, chief clerk in the Department 
of War, has been removed from his situation, and Maj. 
C. J. Nourse, appointed in his place. ‘This is in con- 
sequence of some facts which transpired respecting 
this officer, during the inquiry in relation to the official 
conduct of the Vice Presilent. 

3 @ Oe 

Mr. John Crowell, aged 86 years, recently took a 
load of walnut wood, into the city of New Haven, as- 
sisted by his son and grand-son, and sold it for 26 dls. 
It measured rising of 5 cords, 

HOB Ou 

Capt. Rush, of Montgomery county, Georgia, was 
burnt to death in his own house in Jan. last. Having 
laid down before the fire, his clothes probably caught 
fire, and communicated it to the house. 

~~ o-— 

A Panther, measuring rising of 6 feet in length, was 
killed near Easton, Pa. in Feby. last. It is supposed 
that hunger had driven him from the mountains. 

—_—~@— 

Four children belonging to asettler, located nearthe 
Flint River, in Georgia, were murdered in Feby. last, 
by the Indians: they were put to the torture, by hav- 
ing sharpened sticks thrust into their flesh, and set on 
fire! the mother had been treated in a similar way ; 
she was found, however, with some life remaining— 
but with little hopes of recovery. 

9 gow 

According to official reports, the regular army of the 
republic of Mexicoy consists of 32,000 men, well ap- 
pointed and equipped. 





Mr. Sergeant, plenipotentiary, and Mr. Rochester, 
secretary of legation, arrived at Mexico, about the 10th 
of Jan. last, in good health and spirits. 

The congress of Panama, which adjourned to Tacu- 
baya, adjourned again, to mect at tho same place, on 
the 15th of the present month. 





Liberator Bolivar’s arrival at Caraccas, last January, 
operated like a charm upon the factious spirits in Col- 
ombia, healed the dissensions, and restored happincss 
among allclass¢s. A gentleman of Philadelphia, met 
the Liberator without the city, and brought him into 
Caraccas, in an open carriage. Triumplal and civic 
arches, spanned the strects, the people shouted, and 
some shed tears of joy. 





James Emott, has been appointed by the senate, cir- 
cuit judge for the 2d judicial district in this state. 











Woetic Mevartment. 
THE TEAR OF GRATITUDE. 





There is a gem more pearly bright, 
More dear'to mercy’s eye, 
Than Love’s sweet star, whose mellow light, 
First cheers the evening sky: 
A liquid pearl that glitters where, 
No sorrows now intrude ; 
A richer gem than monarchs wear ; 
The tear of gratitude ! 


But ne’er shall nariow love of self, 
Invite this tribute forth ; 

Nor can the sordid slave of pelf, 
Appreciate its worth : 

But ye who soothe the widow's woe, 
And give the orphan food ; 

For you the liquid pearl shall flow, 
The tear of gratitude ! 


Ye who but slake an infant's thirst, 
In heavenly mercy's name ; 
Or proffer penury a crust, 
The sweet reward may claim: 
Then while you rove life’s sunny banks, 
With sweetest flow'rets strew'd ; 
Siill may you claim the widow’s thanks, 
The orphan’s gratitude ! 


SUBLIME THOUGHT. 
Could we with ink the ocean fill— 
Was the whole earth of parchment made— 
Were every single stick a quill, 
And every man a scribe by trade; 
T'0 write the love of God, above, 
Would drain the ocean dry; 
Nor would the scroll contain the whole, 
Though stretched from sky to sky. 
— "BM en 
EPITAPH. 
Slay lonely wanderer, and with piety mourn 
O'er gentle Bertha’s grassy mound ; 
No earthly trophies deck her sacred urn— 
In death’s cold arms, she sleeps profvund. 


Alas! poor Bertha, now thy days are past; 
Snatch’d inthy prime—by death's dark torrent driv- 
on 
Once blooming virgin, thou hast chang’d at last, 
- This mortal state for lasting joys in Heaven. 





DIED—In London, Jan’y Sth, ultimo, Frepgrick, 
Duke of York afd Albany, beir apparent to the British 
Throne, aged 64 years. 

At Rockport, O. Mr. 8. P. Clarke, formerly of Pitts+ 
field, Ms. aged 45. 
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